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Sungai Way before (left) and after (right) the river rehabilitation 
programme.  
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The business community is an equally important target group under WATER Project apart from local 

communities and schools. In 2015, the famous ñWai Sek Kaiò food court in SS2 which is situated within 

the Penchala river basin was chosen for the Business Community Programme upon fullflling most of the 

selection criteria from the consultation with MBPJ. 

Waste Auditing 

An initial waste audit was conducted for four days from 30th October to 2nd November 2015 to obtain a 

baseline data and a platform for future initiatives. Labeled garbage bags were provided to 18 food 

operators and were weighed accordingly. Results showed that the highest and lowest total average 

waste was similar for food and drink stalls; total volume of waste was higher on weekends compared to 

weekdays and organic waste are the highest among waste composition. 

Food Operators Training of Trainers (TOT) 

Training of Trainers (TOT) for food operators was held in the basketball court near the food Court, 

attended by 7 members from GEC, 6 MBPJ staff and 21 food operators. The event includes the sharing 

of river and waste management issues plus future projects by GEC and MBPJ followed by the 

demonstration of waste segregation, composting and grease trap. The TOT served as a follow-up on the 

waste audit leading up to future initiatives on BMP by committed food operators.   

Best Management Practices (BMPs)  

Follow-up with sampled food operators commenced in early December and thus far 6 food operators 

agreed to participate in the BMP initiative which includes waste segregation, composting and selling 

used cooking oil. Initiatives are further supported by the plan to install a centralized on-site organic 

waste composting machine at the food court in 2016. 
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The Sungai Way River Clean Up and Education Activity was 

conducted successfully on 31st January 2015, co-organized with Indah 

Water Konsortium (IWK) and The Star ñDo Good, Volunteer Initiativeò 

attended by 135 participants from the public, Star Do-Good volunteers, 

IWK  communities and other stakeholders. The programme ran from 7.30 

a.m. to 12.30 p.m. nearby Sungai Way Community Information Centre, 

focusing on river clean-up and educational elements including pollution 

mapping activity, wetland planting, water quality monitoring and an 

educational tour to the adjacent IWK sewage treatment plant. A total of 

78kg of rubbish was collected and 28kg is made up of recyclables. The 

activity garnered vast amount of media attention, making greater success 

to Sg. Way project. 
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(From top to bottom): Wetland 

nursery, herbs nursery and 

composting site at the Sungai 

Way Information Centre. 
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Despite shifting the main focus to Sungai Penchala, ongoing  initiatives 

from the Sungai Way Project are being carried out by trained communities 

in the Sungai Way Information Centre. The centre also provides 

information on Sungai Way Project and act as an outreach for nearby 

communities to follow. 

Three main environmental initiatives were carried out in 2015: 

A wetland nursery with nurturing of 4 wetland species namely 

Phragmites australis, Typha latifolia, Pistia stratiotes and Eichhornia 

crassipes was developed and currently under the maintenance of 

Sahabat Sungai Way Communityï the caretaker for the centre. Setup of a 

nursery for herb plants is a new initiative conducted mainly to beautify 

the river banks of Sungai Way. A proper composting site with a 

redesigned signboard was developed for the community for their 

composting initiatives where the harvested compost was used as 

fertilizers for herbs in the nursery.  
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Sungai Way Clean-Up and 

Education Activity 

Cleaning up in Sungai Way 

Waste audit & training for food 

operators at SS2 Food Court 

2015 KEY MILESTONES2015 KEY MILESTONES  

�x�� Improved Sungai Way water quality from Class  IV-V to 
Class III-IV 

�x�� Biodiversity improvement, biological treatment & river 
beautification 

�x�� Establishment of River Care Education Center (RCEC) and 
Mobile River Care Unit (MRCU) 

�x�� Major events ñ National Water Forum (2012); River Carnival 
(2009, 2010, 2012, 2013) 

�x�� Awards/recognitions for the project and stakeholders 
involved 

The W.A.T.E.R (Working Actively Through Education and 

Rehabilitation) Project is initiated by G.A.B Foundation in 

December 2007, in partnership with Global Environment 

Centre (GEC) and close collaboration among key 

stakeholders comprising of government agencies, corporate 

sector, non-governmental organisations and communities to 

educate the public about the importance of water and how 

we should conserve and protect its source: our rivers. 

The Sungai Way Rehabilitation Programme under the 

W.A.T.E.R Project focuses on the Sungai Way basin, a 

tributary of Sungai Penchala which eventually flows into 

Sungai Klang. Its water quality has been classified as Class 

IV-V (with V being the poorest) and its main sources of 

pollution being solid and liquid waste from residential, 

commercial and industrial areas.  

The project yielded success with its approach through a 

working model of Community Participation in River 

Management which is able to provide targeted groups hands

-on education and opportunities that encouraged greater 

awareness, understanding and stewardship of their local 

rivers. 

With the Sungai Way project now independent and ongoing initiatives are being sustained by all targeted groups, W.A.T.E.R Project 

currently expands to a newer focus: Sungai Penchala. Using the same successful model of Sungai Way Rehabilitation Programme, the 

Sungai Penchala Education Programme is a three-year project (2015-2017) aiming to protect and enhance Sungai Penchala through 

engagement of four main target groups: local community, business community, youth groups and education institutions. The 

project prominently adopts the ñCivic Scienceò concept by GEC to educate target groups about caring for their own environment.  
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